Chinese New Year Blessings
· Intro
· Before I begin, I would like to just preface that I am currently in the least profitable stage of life this season
· As a married man with no kids, I currently am at a net loss in terms of red packets
· With that, I would like to wish a Happy Chinese New Year to everyone
· Announcement
· There is a bake sale at the end of service to raise funds for a trip to a youth conference
· The youth spent time on Friday just baking and trying their best making all these delicious baked goods, so please do support them after the service
· There is also a kids fun night/babysitting service this coming Wednesday, which you can sign up for on the sphk.org website specially for Valentines’ Day
· Coming into this sermon, I made a three promises
· To the youth that it would be short
· To PKenny that there would only be one point
· To myself, that I wouldn’t make any jokes about having subpoints to that one point
· I guess I already broke one of the promises we’ll see if I break anymore
· Let us begin with a word of prayer
· Bible Verse study
· As promised, my sermon has only one point, and it’s not even a point I came up with
· To quote the greatest teacher of all times: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3
· Alright, that concludes the sermon for today, bake sale at the back, remember to sign up for Valentines’ Day babysitting and I’ll see you all next week
· I’m sure a lot of you are familiar with the beatitudes (Read Matthew 5:3-12)
· Blessed are … for …
· It’s like conditions: if we accomplish A, we get B; if we are A, we have B
· So naturally we would think (or at least some of us would think), we need to do this or that, so that we can get this or that
· Like how we see how the world works: give and take
· Which is why this first beatitude is so important to how we direct our worldview
· Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
· Blessed 福
· There is a word that I would like to share with you today
· It is a Chinese word that you probably have seen quite a bit, especially around this time of the year: fu2 or fuk4
· For those who don’t know Chinese, it means: give me money
· And for those who do, it means: blessing, bliss or good fortune
· It is quite an interesting word if you look at how it came to be
· In Chinese you can usually divide the word into two, left and right. The left side is the radical, which helps with indexing the word, and usually a semantic indicator, or determinative. All that to say, usually the meaning of the word is related to this word
· Radical 113, shi4 is the same one you find for the word god, shen2. It is related to ancestors and veneration, developing from the initial script signifying altar
· If you look at the oracle bone script (the earliest known form of Chinese writing) of this word is actually described as two hands offering wine to the altar
· Blessings are what we get when we offer things to god
· The idea that blessings come from a higher being, or God, isn’t just a Chinese idea
· Even the English word blessing is always linked to divine beings, or God
· But the biggest difference is: our blessing doesn’t come from what we offer
· Poor in spirit
· Story of a colleague back when I was a flight attendant: When chatting about potential partners, they stated that their future spouse doesn't have to be rich; just so long as they’re not poor… Not poor meaning that they own a car, a house, a yacht, a jet, etc
· It was said to elicit laughter, but I’m not sure if it was just a joke
· Being poor is not something that we aim to do, at least not with earthly logic
· So what does poor in spirit mean?
· Billy Graham - responding to this question
· We must be humble in our spirits. If you put the word “humble” in place of the word “poor,” you will understand what He meant.
· This is quite a simple explanation, and I think Billy Graham isn’t just substituting a random word in. If we look into the Bible, while all the mentions of this word in the NT is referring to the poor; the greek translators for the septuagint used this word for the word humble in 2 Samuel 22:28 You save the humble, but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low.
· As much as this description can aptly explain the attitude we’re supposed to have, I find that it is a little too general. What is being humble anyway?
· Charles Spurgeon - God with Us: Reflections on the Incarnation
· The first link between my soul and Christ is, not my goodness, but my badness; not my merit, but my misery; not my standing, but my falling; not my riches, but my need. 
· Tim Keller offers this comparison
· Poor in spirit: seeing that you are deeply in debt before God, and you have no ability to even begin to redeem yourself.
· Middle-class in spirit: You feel that you've earned a certain standing with God through your hard work.
· As much as this world might be, the kingdom of heaven is not a give and take/ it is not a if so then that, but rather, it is the acknowledgment of our desperate need. A need that we cannot fulfill on our own.
· One of my house church members uses a word that describes most of us perfectly: elites. When the initial shock of the word wears off and we look at the numbers, it’s quite true. (I don’t know if any of you watch tiktok/reels/shorts, but there was a trend, recently for some, old news for others that goes a little like this:)
· We’re elites, we don’t have to rely on anybody else
· We’re elites, we’re missing out on knowing true blessing
· Wait that’s not how the trend works, you’re supposed to say something nice about it
· Whether you see yourself as an elite, or as middle-class, or even just as “not poor”, when we do not come to terms with the idea that there are things where we cannot rely on ourselves for, or further yet, that we have absolutely no ability to ever earn, we might be missing out on something much more valuable.
· The kingdom of heaven
· So what is it? What is the kingdom of heaven? Why is it so important? Why do I have to be poor in spirit?
· Instead of just going through the word study and only looking at the definition (which would yield the result that doesn’t really answer our question: realm of God’s dwelling), I think we could go through the other times it is mentioned in the book of Matthew to better understand and try to grasp what it represents
· To enter the kingdom of heaven, there are a few requirements
· Repentance (3:2, 4:17)
· Righteousness (5:19-20)
· Do the will of the Father (7:21)
· Who can enter the kingdom of heaven?
· Anyone, not limited to Jews (8:11)
· Humble, like children (18:1-4)
· Difficult for the rich (19:23-24)
· Why do we want to enter the kingdom of heaven?
· It is a good news (10:7)
· It is highly valuable; a treasure (all the parables in 13)
· Repentance, Righteousness, for everyone, good news
· Sounds very familiar doesn’t it
· In its very essence, this is the Gospel, and it is very essential for us
· It is much more than just salvation, more than just not going to hell, it is the very presence of God and the fullness of His glory.
· Time and time again we see mentions of how hard it is to receive or to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Giving up everything that we have just so we can have this field/ this pearl/this treasure is very difficult, even when we do recognize how important it is, unless we are poor in spirit.
· I would say that unless we are poor we would not know the desperation of how important the kingdom of heaven is
· What is rice when we are full? What is water when we’re not thirsty? What is a blessing, when we feel like already have everything we need?
· Can i say, would it be fair for me to say, that unless we are poor in spirit, we are far far away from the kingdom of heaven
· Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
· Reflections/Altar call
· For me, it was alway easier to give than to receive. I had to learn how to receive, and not to be always doing the polite refusal for 3 times thing that for some reason has become part of the Chinese culture
· There’s a song that perfectly describes the type of life that I thought I was to live. I thought that if I lived like this, I would have nothing to be ashamed of. It’s also most likely written by a first born child: 
· My Way - Frank Sinatra
For what is a man, what has he got?
If not himself, then he is not
Not to say the things that he truly feels
And not the words of someone who kneels
Let the record show I took all the blows
And did it my way
· So unfortunate because this song is a hundred percent bop
· But be it pride or self-reliance, or pride of self-reliance: I’m self-made, I did it my way; all that actually just lead to one thing: it prevents me from being truly blessed
· Has any one of us here experienced true blessing?
· What is a true blessing? It is not something that we can buy
· Link back to my opening line: the giving of red packets, giving without expecting anything in return, that’s when it is a real blessing
· If you give expecting something in return, it is just a loan
· On the other side of things, if you receive something but feel like you need to or are obligated (by your own conscience) to give something back, that’s just you buying whatever you received
· The Gospel is free, but it is not cheap. The kingdom of heaven is free, but it is not cheap.
· Not cheap firstly in the sense that Jesus paid the ultimate price
· But also, not cheap in the sense that we can never buy it
· Just like how Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 8 tried to buy the gift of God, let us not fall into that trap of believing we can buy our entrance into heaven
· When we talk about buying, we’re not necessarily talking monetarily, but buying maybe with actions like going to church, doing religious activities, etc.
· I’m not saying you don’t do them, but like what Peter said to Simon, “your heart is not right before God.” We have to check our hearts. Are we staying here right now in the sanctuary because we’re good Christians, or are we here because we are desperate for God?
· But Caleb, you might say, what now then? It’s not like I can force myself to experience what desperation feels like.
· That is absolutely true, but there is also no need to. Let me show you a rich/wealthy man who was poor in spirit
· As we flip to the story of Zacchaeus, I would like to point out as well that Matthew who wrote the Beatitudes was also relatively rich as he was a tax collector
· Read Luke 19:1-10
· What caused the change? Meeting Jesus did.
· Though as much as I would like to meet Jesus right here right now, He has not returned yet.
· BUT John 14:26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
· Come, Holy Spirit. I would like to invite any and everyone up, especially if you feel called to do so. This is an altar, but we are not putting anything other than ourselves to offer to God.
